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God-Ordained Leaders—Kings and Rulers
Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers.
For there is no power but of God: the powers that be are ordained of God. (Romans 13:1)
Amalekite

Agag

Ammonite
Anonymous

Nahash

Hanun

Baalis

Amorite

King of Edom

Sihon

Og

A king named Agag is mentioned in (Numbers 24:7) and also another
king with this name appears in 1 Samuel 15:8, 9, 20, 32-33. Recall that
King Saul was to eradicate the Amalekites completely but Saul spared
the king in direct disobedience to God’s command. Samuel executed
Agag to comply with the will of God.
The king of Ammon defeated by Jephthah (Jdg. 11:12-28)
He was the king of the Ammonites who laid siege against Jabesh-gilead
during the early days of king Saul. He would enter into a treaty with the
children of Israel only if they submitted to all the people having one of
their eyes gouged out. He was the first king defeated by Saul (1 Sam.
11:1-11)
He was the son of Nahash and his successor to the throne. David sent a
peace envoy to console and express friendship to the new king but was
rebuked by a shameful act of apparent revenge for Israel’s defeat of his
father at one time (2 Sam. 10:1-2).
He was the Ammonite king when Nebuchadnezzar destroyed Jerusalem.
He hired Ishmael to assassinate Gedaliah but was warned of this by
Johanan (Jer. 40:14). Gedaliah, who had been appointed governor over
those not deported to Babylon, ignored the warning and was
subsequently assassinated (Jer. 41:1-3).
The Amorites dwelt in Canaan before and after Joshua’s conquest. They
may be included in the listing of Canaanite kings.
No name is given in the biblical record. Edomites were descendants of
Esau and dwelt in southern Jordan. According to Num. 21:14-21 this
king refused a request from Moses for passage across his territory. The
king of Edom came against the children of Israel with a large force and
Moses led the people away without a fight. Probably because they were
closely associated with each other through Esau and Jacob.
This is the Amorite king who conquered portions of the territory of
Moab and refused passage across his lands by the children of Israel who
were headed to Canaan (Num. 21:21-32). His lands were given to the
tribes of Gad and Reuben (Num. 32:33).
Og was another Amorite king who opposed the children of Israel as
they made their sojourn to the promised land. God gave Israel victory
over Og and captured his lands and occupied them (Num. 21:31-35).
The defeat of Sihon and Og are celebrated by Israel’s poets enough to
indicate these defeats were very significant events in the life and history
of Israel (Deut. 1:4; Josh. 2:10; Psalm 135:11; 136:19-20; Jer. 48:45)

Assyrian
Tiglath-pileser
III (Pul)

He was a very strong and capable leader, strengthening and enlarging
the Assyrian Empire. He even ruled from the Babylonian throne for a
time. Much tribute flowed into his treasury from vanquished foes and
neighbors. Israelite king Pekah sided with Rezin king of Syria and in
732 Tiglath-pileser III carried off the tribes of the northern kingdom of
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Shalmaneser V

Sargon II

Sennacherib

Esarhaddon

Ashurbanipal

Israel and he subdued Damascus subsequently. He ruled from 745-727
B.C.
He was the son and successor of Tiglath-pileser III. He was the king
who destroyed Samaria and captured and imprisoned Hoshea. His siege
of three years (2 Kings 17:3-6; 18:9-10) brought about the end of the
northern kingdom of Israel in 722 B.C. The siege was actually finalized
by Sargon II, younger brother of Shalmaneser V who died just before
the end of the siege or was “removed” by Sargon II.
He was the king who finished the sacking of Samaria. The population of
Samaria for the most part was deported to Mesopotamia. Other peoples
from the east were brought to Samaria as settlers (2 Kings 17:6, 24). In
705 Sargon II led a campaign against the rebelling Tabal region, leaving
his son Sennacherib in charge at home. He was killed in battle. He ruled
from 722-705 B.C.
He was the son and successor to the throne of his father Sargon II. As
king he conducted many military campaigns. He first destroyed
Babylon in 689 B.C. and later made forays up and down the coast of the
holy land and against Egypt and Lachish. His haughty threat to take
Jerusalem (2 Chron. 32:16-19) was met by a humiliating defeat when
God sent the angel of the LORD to destroy 185,000 of his soldiers (2
Kgs. 18:13-19:37). He ruled from 705-681 B.C. and was assassinated
by two of his sons, Adrammelech and Sharezer. A third son,
Esarhaddon then seized the throne (2 Kgs. 19:36-37; Isa. 37:327-38).
He was a son of Sennacherib and perhaps his favorite which caused
jealousy by two elder brothers who murdered their father and opposed
their younger brother. But Esarhaddon was able to maintain control of
Assyria. He wisely restored the city of Babylon that his father had
destroyed and he also stabilized control at his borders. He eventually
defeated Egypt by first destroying the great city of Memphis and then
other regions of the nation. In 669 B.C. Egypt rebelled. Esarhaddon
marched against the rebels but died en route. He may have been the
king who imprisoned Manasseh but later restored him to rule in
Jerusalem (2 Chron. 33:11). He was influential in colonizing Samaria
sometime after its defeat in 722 B.C. (2 Kgs. 19:37; Ezra 4:2; Isa.
37:38). His reign lasted from 681-669 B.C.
He was designated to be put upon the throne of Assyria by his father
Esarhaddon who also established his brother, Shamash-shum-ukin as
king over Babylon. He is referred to in Ezra 4:10 as Osnappar. His
brother rebelled against his rule in 652 B.C. and Ashurbanipal laid siege
to Babylon for four years, finally defeating his brother (who committed
suicide by burning down his own palace) in 648 B.C. The great
Assyrian empire began to crumble towards his later years and collapsed
with a huge combined force of Medes and Chaldeans which destroyed
Nineveh approximately 612 B.C. Ashurbanipal is famous for the huge
library he built at Nineveh. He ruled from 668-627 B.C.

Babylonian
Merodachbaladan

He was the “rebel king” that came against Assyria. He ruled in Babylon
from 721-710 and 704 B.C. He could not hold the Babylonian throne
from Assyria. He was the king whose ambassadors were shown the
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Evil-merodach

Nebuchadnezzar

Belshazzar

wealth of Judah by Hezekiah who had just been miraculously healed by
God of a terminal illness. (2 Kgs. 20:12-19; Isa. 39).
He was the son of Nebuchadnezzar II and king of Neo-Babylonia from
562-560. He was the king who released Jehoiachin king of Judah who
had been imprisoned in Babylon for some 37 years (2 Kgs. 24:6-15;
25:27-30; Jer. 52:31-34).
This prominent historical figure is mentioned much in the Old
Testament scriptures (Jer. 21-52; Dan. 1-5; 2 Kgs. 24-25; Ezra 1-6 and
Ezek. 26-30. He succeeded the throne of his father Nabopolassar who
founded the Neo-Babylonian empire. He was the king who captured and
destroyed Jerusalem and was ruler while Daniel was in Babylon (2 Kgs.
25:1-7). He ruled from 605-562 B.C.
He was king of Babylon who served with Nabonidus before the
destruction of Babylon. He brazenly brought the sacred vessels captured
from the temple at Jerusalem and used them in a drunken banquet. He
subsequently witnessed the divine handwriting on the wall that Daniel
interpreted for him. As prophesied, that very night the Persians captured
Babylon (Dan. 5:26-31).

Canaanite
Bera

King of Arad

Adonizedek
Joshua 12:7-24
King of Jericho
King of Ai
King of Hebron
King of Jarmuth
King of Lachish
King of Eglon
King of Gezer
King of Debir
King of Geder
King of Hormah
King of Arad
King of Libnah
King of Adullam
King of
Makkedah
King of Bethel

He was the king of Sodom when it was attacked by the five-king
coalition led by Chedorlaomer and Abraham’s nephew Lot was taken
captive. It was Abraham who assembled a force and pursued them to
Dan and routed them, rescuing lot (Gen. 14:2, 17, 21).
Following the death of Aaron and the thirty days of mourning, Israel
continued toward Canaan where they encountered the king of Arad who
captured some of God’s people. God gave the king and his cities over to
Israel for complete destruction (Num. 21:1-3).
He was the evil king of Jerusalem who formed a military alliance with
the kings of Hebron, Jarmuth, Lachish, and Eglon against Israel and
attacked Gibeon. Joshua came against them and was victorious. He had
all five kings killed (Josh. 10:16-27).
List of Canaanite kings defeated by Israel
The king of Jericho, the ruler when the walls fell down (Josh. 12:9)
The ruler who defeated Israel and then was destroyed by Israel (Josh. 78).
(Josh. 12:10)
(Josh. 12:11)
(Josh. 12:11)
(Josh. 12:12)
(Josh. 12:12)
(Josh. 12:13)
(Josh. 12:13)
(Josh. 12:14)
(Josh. 12:14)
(Josh. 12:15)
(Josh. 12:15)
(Josh. 12:16)
(Josh. 12:16)
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King of Tappuah
King of Hepher
King of Aphek
King of Lasharon
King of Madon
King of Hazor
King of
Shimron-meron
King of
Achshaph
King of Taanach
King of Megiddo
King of
Keddesh
King of Jokneam
in Carmel
King of Dor in
Naphath-dor
King of Goiim in
Gilgal
King of Tirzah

Jabin (Josh.
11:1-14)

Jabin (Judg. 4:2)

Edomite
King Herod I
Egyptian
Unnamed King
Unnamed King
Thutmose I
Amenhotep II

(Josh. 12:17)
(Josh. 12:)17
(Josh. 12:18)
(Josh. 12:18)
(Josh. 12:19)
(Josh. 12:19)
(Josh. 12:20)
(Josh. 12:20)
(Josh. 12:21)
(Josh. 12:21)
(Josh. 12:22)
(Josh. 12:22)
(Josh. 12:23)
(Josh. 12:23)
(Josh. 12:24)
There are two kings with this name. The first was a king of Hazor
whom Joshua defeated at Merom during the days of the conquest of
Cannan. He organized a confederacy of the northern princes against the
Israelites. Joshua led a surprise attack against this large force and
defeated them. He captured Hazor and burned it to the ground. Joshua
executed Jabin (Josh. 11:1-14). The dating of this event is about 1370
B.C.
The second biblical figure named Jabin lived during the days of the
judges and was a powerful king of Hazor and probably a descendant of
the Jabin of Josh 11. From Judg. 4:2 we learn he was called “king of
Canaan.” His military resources included 900 chariots of iron. When
God’s protective hand was removed from sinning Israel the people
became subject to Jabin. He “mightly oppressed” them for 20 years. In a
battle with Barak captain of the forces of the prophetess Deborah,
Jabin’s military commander Sisera, was killed by Jael after his army
was defeated by Barak (Jdg. 4:3-16) This battle occurred about 12151195 B.C.
See entry for Amorite kings
Herod the Great, who was part Edomite (See under Herodian)
Unknown Pharaoh to whom Abraham lied concerning Sarah (Gen.
12:10-20).
Unknown pharaoh who made Joseph second ruler in Egypt (Gen. 41:4043).
This pharaoh was possibly the king who “knew not Joseph” (Exod. 1:810).
It is possible he was the king during the ten plagues and the Exodus
(Exod. 5-14).
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Unnamed King

Shishak

Necho

Hophra

Unknown pharaoh who gave Solomon his daughter as a wife (1 Kgs.
11:1).
Egyptian Pharaoh Shishak ruled at the time of Solomon, Jeroboam and
Rehoboam. He besieged Jerusalem in the days of Rehoboam and carried
off the 200 large gold shields of Solomon (1 Kgs. 10:16) and the temple
treasures (1 Kgs. 14:26).
Egyptian Pharaoh Necho defeated Josiah king of Judah in battle at
Megiddo. He was later defeated by the Babylonian king
Nebuchadnezzar in the battle of Charchemesh in 605 B.C. (2 Chron.
35:20, 22).
Egyptian Pharaoh Hophra reigned from 589 to 570 B.C. In 589 B.C.
Hophra marched to Jerusalem to help king Zedekiah of Judah who was
besieged by Nebuchadnezzar. But the Babylonians came up to confront
him which caused Hophra to retreat towards Egypt. Jeremiah predicted
that Pharaoh Hophra would be overthrown (Jer. 44:30). After Ahmose
II seized the throne of Egypt, he eliminated Hophra in 566 B.C.

Herodian

Herod I

Antipater

Herod Archelaus

Herod Philip

Herod Antipas

Herod the Great ruled over Judah at the time of Jesus’ birth. He reigned
from 47 B.C. till his death in 4 B.C. He was born about 74 B.C. He
served as Governor of Galilee from 47-37 B.C. He was appointed king
over Judea in 37 B.C. He is regarded as brutal in his approach to people
but masterful in planning, organizing and building. He was a great asset
to the Romans with skillful control of the populace and able to maintain
law and order. Herod had ten wives and fifteen children and he
murdered many of them. Such was his fear for his throne. This fear was
immensely obvious in his “slaughter of the innocents” at the birth of
Jesus (Matt. 2:16).
He was the eldest son of Herod I by his first wife, Doris. He was
appointed heir to his father’s throne but failed at his attempt to hurry up
the process by poisoning his father. Rome gave Herod permission to
execute Antipater and he did, five days before his own death in 4 B.C.
He was the son of Herod the Great and wife Malthrace. He was born
approximately 22 B.C. and died A.D.18. His rule was bloody and cruel
to both Jews and Samaritans. His methods were so brutal a delegation
of Jews and Samaritans went to Rome to get relief. Two sons of Herod
the Great’s, Antipas and Philip also went to Rome to file complaints
against Archelaus who was deposed in A.D. 6 by Caesar Augustus and
banished to Vienne in Gaul. He was the king when Joseph, Mary, and
Jesus left Egypt but were warned about him and guided to Galilee rather
than Judea and its dangers.
He was another son of Herod the Great and wife Cleopatra of
Jerusalem. His birth was about 22 B.C. He inherited and ruled the
northern part of His father’s territory populated by mainly Syrians and
Greeks. His reign was mostly known for its peace and his building
projects (4 B.C.-A.D. 34). He suffered an indignity after his wife
Herodias abandoned him for Antipas, his younger brother. This brought
the condemnation of John the Baptist (Matt. 14:1-12).
He was the youngest son of Herod the Great and younger brother of
Philip. He ruled from 4 B.C. to A.D. 39 over his father’s territories of
Judea and Perea. He was king for most of Jesus’s lifetime. He was the
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Herod Agrippa I

Herod Agrippa II

king who killed John the Baptist for condemning his illegitimate
marriage to his brother Philip. Jesus appeared before Antipas in one of
the trials before His crucifixion. He was driven from office by Rome
and he and Herodias finished out their lives in banishment in Gaul.
He was the grandson of Herod the Great (father, Aristobulus and mother
Berenice. He is infamously portrayed in the Bible as persecutor of the
fledgling church (See Acts 12:1-19). After the Jews embraced his
murder of the apostle James, he arrested Peter and intended to execute
him as well. He was in Caesarea where he donned a silver robe and the
people called him “a god.” Thereupon, an angel of the Lord killed him
for accepting the people’s worship (Acts 12:20-24). He ruled from A.D.
37-44).
He was the great-grandson of Herod the Great and the last ruler from
the Herodian dynasty. While in Caesarea to visit Festus the new
governor he sought a meeting with Paul. After hearing Paul and
rejecting his gospel message he said to Paul, You almost persuade me to
become a Christian (Acts 26:28). Agrippa II was caught up in the
Jewish revolt beginning A.D. 66 and of course, he sided with Rome. He
ruled a long time, from A.D. 50-100.

Moabite

Balak

Eglon

Mesha

Balak was the king of Moab who hired a soothsayer-false prophet
named Balaam to curse Israel. Balak became terrified of Israel as they
travelled and camped near his territory in the plains of Moab (Num.
22:1). News of the victorious Children of Israel spread abroad. Balak
During the days of the Judges in Israel, the Moabite king Eglon
captured Jericho and exacted tribute from them for some 18 years. He
was described in the OT scriptures as being obese. Ehud became a
judge over Israel and made a trip to Eglon feigning a tribute payment.
He assassinated the fat king with a dagger (Judg. 3:12-25).
He was the king of Moab who was a sheep “rancher” who had to pay
huge tribute to Israel. When he rebelled after the death of Ahab, his
army was nearly destroyed and in an effort avoid total defeat he
sacrificed his own son as a burnt offering on the wall to the god
Chemosh (2 Kgs. 3:27).

Persian and
Mede

Cyrus

Cyrus II, was the founder of the Persian empire and is sometimes
referred to as Cyrus the Great. He was both powerful and capable in war
and in peace. Jeremiah indicated that God would use Nebuchadnezzar
to punish Israel (Jer. 25:8-14). But through Isaiah the LORD addressed
the future king Cyrus, declaring that it was He who would make Cyrus
great (Isa. 45:1-3). But He would do this for the sake of Israel (45:4)
and for His own glory (45:5-8). He declared His divine prerogative to
use Cyrus to restore Jerusalem and free “my captive people from
Babylon (45:9-13). Cyrus is highlighted in the Bible in the book of Ezra
as the one who issued the return decree for the Jews exiled in Babylon
(Ezra 1:1-4. See also 2 Chron. 36:22-23). The prophet Daniel served as
an important official under the Babylonians and continued serving in
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that capacity under Cyrus for a few years. Cyrus was killed in battle in
530 B.C. He ruled from 559 to 530 B.C.

Darius the Mede

Darius the Great

Ahasuerus

Artaxerxes I

Darius III

He was the king who conquered Babylon while Daniel was there. He
defeated Belshazzar and took his throne (Dan. 5:31). He made Daniel a
governor over several province leaders according to Daniel 6:1-2.
Darius the Mede is the ruler who had Daniel thrown into the lion’s den
(Dan. 6:6-9). Scholars and historians are not able to definitely identify
this ruler.
He is also known as Darius I (521-486 B.C.). He helped the people of
Israel get back to their homeland and in the rebuilding of the temple
(Hag. 1:1; Zech. 1:1; Ezra 6:1-12). He had two unsuccessful military
campaigns against the Greeks who were gaining strength in the west of
his empire.
He was a king of Persia and ruled this vast empire from 486 to 465 B.C.
He was the husband of Esther (Est. 1:2, 19; 2:16, 17). He may have
been Xerxes I per the Septuagint reading and the name used by Greeks.
He is famous for holding a “beauty contest” to replace the banished
Queen Vashti. The Jewess Esther became his new wife and queen.
He was the son and successor of his father, Xerxes I (465-424 B.C.). He
was the king who befriended both Ezra and Nehemiah. In his seventh
year of ruling he authorized Ezra to lead a large contingent of Israelites
back to their homeland (Ezra 7:2-28). In fact, Artaxerxes instructed
Ezra to make the law of Moses the law of the land and to strictly
enforce it (7:25-26). In year 20 of his reign, Artaxerxes authorized
Nehemiah to travel to Jerusalem and restore the walls of the city (Neh.
2:1-10; 13:6).
He was the Persian king whose armies were destroyed by Alexander the
Great in 330 B.C. (336-330 B.C.). He may be the fourth king of Persia
that Daniel mentioned (Dan. 11:2).

Philistine

Abimelech

Abimelech

Achish

Abimelech was the king of Gerar at the time of Abraham. After the
destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah Abraham dwelt in the land of
Gerar for a time. It was then that Abimelech brought Abraham’s wife
Sarah into his harem. This action was the result of the lie propagated by
Abraham saying that Sarah was his sister as he feared Abimelech (Gen.
20:1-18).
Abimelech was the king of Gerar at the time of Abraham’s son, Isaac.
The son repeated the sin of the father. Isaac lied about his wife Rebekah
because of her beauty, saying she was his sister Gen. 26:1-22). Isaac
received a strong rebuke from Abimelech for his charade.
He was a king in Gath to whom David fled. While David was on the run
from King Saul, he went to the territory of the enemy, the Philistines for
refuge. Achish gave David the city of Ziklag for a base of operations
from which he raided nearby areas. Achish thought David was working
against Saul but he was actually raiding Philistine areas (1 Sam. 27:112).

Roman
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Augustus Caesar

Tiberius Caesar

Claudius Caesar

Nero Caesar

He was the first of the emperors and was on the throne when Jesus was
born (Luke 2:1). The Bible records his executive order for registration
of all persons and when Jesus’ parents travelled to Bethlehem for it
prophecy was fulfilled (Mic. 5:2; see also Matt. 2:6). He was emperor
from 27 B.C. to A.D. 14.
He was the Roman emperor during Jesus’ earthly ministry (Luke 3:1).
He was the step-son of Caesar Augustus and ruled from A.D. 14-37. He
was a regarded as an able administrator.
Claudius Caesar (A.D. 41-54), was emperor during a sizeable portion of
the ministry of Paul. Acts 11:28 references a great famine. Claudius
inherited a broken economic system from Caligula. There was a great
shortage of grain due to mismanagement. He wrote a decree bringing an
end to the Jew in Alexandria but a few years later wrote another edict
expelling the Jews from Rome. (See Acts 18:2).
He was the emperor the apostle Paul appealed to and, later, the one who
probably executed both Peter and Paul (Acts 25:11). In AD 64 a huge
part of Rome burned in a devastating conflagration. Nero placed the
blame for it on the Christian church. He committed suicide in AD 68
and was the final emperor from the line of the Caesars. Nero reigned
from AD 54 to 68.

Syria
Ben-hada I

Ben-hadad II

Hazael

He was the king of Damascus during the reign of the Israelite king
Baasha (909-886 B.C.). The two kings allied themselves against the
Southern kingdom ruler, Asa. King Asa paid Ben-hadad to “switch
sides” and instead, invade Israel.
He was the Syrian king who sent one of his key officers, Naaman to
Israel for healing. God used His prophet Elisha to heal Naaman (2 Kgs.
5:1-19).
When Ben-hadad II himself was sick, he sent a servant to Elisha, Hazael
for help (2 Kgs. 8:7-10). Hazael assassinated Ben-hadad II and became
the king of Damascus, i.e. Syria. This was prophesied by Elisha (2 Kgs.
8:12-15).

Tyrian

Hiram

Prince of Tyre

He was the king of Tyre during the days of both David and Solomon.
He apparently had commercial interests with both of these two kings of
Judah. He furnished the wood for Solomon’s temple (2 Sam. 5:11; 1
Kgs. 10:11; 22; 2 Chron. 8:2, 18).
He was the king of Tyre strongly denounced by Ezekiel and told of its
coming destruction (Ezek. 26:3-21). God judged Tyre for its
tremendous pride of its wealth. Tyre was known for its religious
idolatry and sexual immorality.

The United
Kingdom of
Israel

Saul

He was the first king of Israel and thus, the monarchical period began
with Saul. His reign was checkered by obedience and disobedience. His
legacy beyond being Israel’s first king is his rejection by God for his
disobedience (1 Sam. 13:14). As for his leadership abilities and
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David

Solomon

experience, he could be described as “how not to succeed as a king.”
While he accomplished a number of military victories, he did not have
the faithful heart toward God as did David. (See 2 Sam. 8:6, 14). Saul’s
life was ruled more by pride than humility. Eventually he lost
fellowship with God entirely (1 Sam. 28:6, 16). He certainly had his
opportunities for a successful reign as God gifted him with the spirit of
prophecy and a new heart. Yet, the prophecy of Gen. 49:10 loomed in
the background (The scepter (kingship) shall not depart from Judah…).
Saul’s end came in battle where he was mortally wounded by the
Philistines and he fell on his own sword to avoid capture and torture (1
Sam. 31:4). He reigned for 40 years (Acts 13:21).
He was the successor to Saul, and Israel’s best-loved king. It might also
be said that David was Israel’s true king since he was of the line of
Judah (Gen. 49:10; Matt. 1). David’s life was certainly not fault-free
and his great failure and sin regarding Uriah and Bathsheba is one
example. Unlike, Saul, David repented and sought the LORD’s
forgiveness and restoration. His godly character is enshrined in the
words of 1 Sam. 13:14, The LORD sought for Himself a man after His
own heart... The heart of David is encountered in many of the psalms he
wrote and that are now part of the Old Testament scriptures. David was
a warrior, leader and friend of God. He defeated Goliath, Philistines and
persecutors. He led the nation into unity and peace. He exalted the
LORD in his life. He was on occasion defeated by his flesh. Overall the
legacy of David is that God has provided an everlasting throne for him
and Christ became his greater son. God established a covenant with
David that provided for a great name, a son that would build God a
temple and an everlasting kingdom. Note God’s promises to David
1. That he would be given an everlasting kingdom (2 Sam. 7:16)
2. That Jerusalem would be the capital of the kingdom (1 Kings 11:36;
15:4)
3. That the Messiah from the house of David would someday rule over
the everlasting kingdom (Isa. 9:6-7; 16:5; Jer. 23:5; 33:15-17)
4. That David would serve as vice regent under the Messiah during the
Millennium (Jer. 30:9; Ezek. 34:24; 37:24-25; Hos. 3:5)
David reigned for 40 years (1 Kgs. 2:11).
He was David’s son with Bathsheba (2 Sam. 12:24; 1 Chron. 3:5). He
succeeded King David to the throne and his 40-year reign was from
965-925 B.C. King Solomon expanded his kingdom as far to the south
as Egypt, to the north as Syria and as far as the edge of Mesopotamia in
the east. When Solomon asked God for wisdom to lead His people God
granted his request and gave him wealth and great honor as well. This
promise only stipulated that he walk in the steps of his father, David (1
Kgs. 3:4-15). Solomon’s legacy has both positive and negative elements
to it. Solomon is known for his great wisdom which is captured in the
book of Proverbs of the Old Testament scriptures. He also built God’s
Temple in Jerusalem. Solomon is sadly also known for his sins and his
wandering away from God in his later years (1 Kgs. 11:1-13). Solomon
was an effective leader with his uncanny organization, building and
trade, financing and oversight.
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Israel (Northern
Kingdom

Jeroboam

Jeroboam I (931-910 B.C.) became king over ten tribes of Israel, thus
splitting the kingdom into a northern and southern arrangement.
Solomon’s heavy taxation and labor requirements angered the people.
Jeroboam saw an opportunity to oppose Solomon. He had to flee to
Egypt when Solomon condemned him to death and Pharaoh Shishak
gave him asylum. Solomon’s son, Rehoboam succeeded him but the
northern tribes rejected him. Jeroboam was elected as king over Israel
(the ten tribes). He is famous in part, for perverting the worship of God
by reinstituting worship of the golden calf in order to get the people to
cease going to the Temple in Jerusalem. Jeroboam I ruled for 22 years
(1 Kgs. 14:19-20).

Nadab

Nadab was the son of Jeroboam I and ruled Israel for two years (1 Kgs.
15:25-31). He was an idol worshipper like his father which is the sacred
writer’s main intent for the reader. The Philistines were coming against
Israel and Nadab besieged their city of Gibbethon. Baasha of Issachar
seized upon this event as an opportunity to wrest the throne from
Nadab. He assassinated Nadab and slaughtered the entire household of
Jeroboam, fulfilling the LORD’s prophecy-promise to utterly destroy
the line (dynasty) of Jeroboam (1 Kgs. 14:7-16).

Baasha

Baasha was a military nobody (1 Kgs. 16:2) who seized the throne by
assassination. He replace the wicked Nadab as king over Israel’s ten
tribes but he was just as wicked as Nadab. God promised to wipe out
the line of Baasha as he did to the line of Nadab (1 Kgs. 15:33-16:7,
11). He ruled for 24 years (909-886 B.C.).

Elah

He was the son of Baasha and the fourth king of Israel (1 Kgs. 16:6-14).
His reign was brief, some two years and it was thoroughly wicked (886885 B.C.). He was drunk one day and Zimri, a military leader who
commanded half of his chariot force killed him and all of his house.
Jehu had prophesied this event (1 Kgs. 16:6, 8-10).

Zimri

Zimri was Israel’s fifth king and he reigned a mere seven days (1 Kgs.
16:15). He served King Elah as a military commander. One day when
Elah was intoxicated he moved to take his throne. He killed Elah and
his entire house. But, Omri, another military commander who was
besieging Gibbethon heard the news and broke off the fight. Instead he
moved against the capital city of Zimri, Tirzah. When Zimri realized the
city was about to fall he committed suicide by burning down his own
house while he remained within it (1 Kgs. 16:15).

Omri

He was the sixth king of Israel after the kingdom split (885-74 B.C.).
His greatest accomplishment was to build the city of Samaria as the new
capital of the northern tribes. While he was an able ruler he was more
spiritually wicked than his forefathers (1 Kgs. 16:25-26). His son Ahab
learned well from his father and exceeded all before him in wickedness
against the LORD. He ruled for 12 years (1 Kgs. 16:23).
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Ahab

Ahaziah

Jehoram

Jehu

Jehoahaz

He was the son of Omri, and he was the wicked husband of Jezebel,
condemned by Elijah and killed in battle. Ahab was the son of Omri and
the seventh king of the ten-tribe nation (1 Kgs. 16:30). His wife Jezebel
was an evil and wicked person and influence upon Ahab. Jezebel
pushed Ahab to destroy altars to Yahweh and to kill His prophets (1
Kgs. 16:29). God raised up the prophet Elijah to oppose Ahab and
Jezebel. Ahab was a capable leader. His building projects include
completion of the city of Samaria, the capital of the Northern kingdom
of Israel and fortification of several key places that were subject to
invasion. Ahab reigned for 22 years and was killed in battle at Ramoth
Gilead (1 Kgs. 22:1-38). God’s assessment of Ahab is as follows: And
in the thirty and eighth year of Asa king of Judah began Ahab the son of
Omri to reign over Israel: and Ahab the son of Omri reigned over Israel
in Samaria twenty and two years. 30 And Ahab the son of Omri did evil
in the sight of the LORD above all that were before him (1 Kgs. 16:2930). And Ahab made a grove; and Ahab did more to provoke the LORD
God of Israel to anger than all the kings of Israel that were before him
(1 Kgs. 16:33).
He was exceedingly wicked and the oldest son of Ahab and his
successor to the throne of Israel. He followed in the footsteps of his
father Ahab and mother Jezebel in embracing Baalism (1 Kgs. 22:5153)). At one point he fell from the second story of his palace and was
seriously injured. He sent messengers to pray to Baal-Zebub the god of
Ekron rather than seeking help from Yahweh. But the prophet Elijah
intercepted the group and gave them a word from God that Ahaziah
would die. Ahaziah died as God said (2 Kgs. 1:2-18). Ahaziah reigned
for two years (853-853 B.C.).
He was the youngest son of Ahab, and the one who sent Naaman to the
prophet Elisha to be healed. He was also called Joram and came to the
throne when his brother Ahaziah died without a male heir (2 Kgs. 1:17).
Even though he did away with Baal’s image set up by his father, he
continued worship of the golden calves set up by Jeroboam. He reigned
for twelve years (852-841 B.C.). Upon the death of Jehoram the dynasty
of Omri ended and that of Jehu began (2 Kgs. 8:16-24; 9:25-26).
Jehoram of Judah and Jehoram of Israel, both of whom were also called
Joram, ruled at approximately the same time.
He was the king known for his chariot riding and extermination of
Ahab’s dynasty. Jehu ruled Israel from 841-814 B.C. and was anointed
to avenge the victims of Ahab. At the prophet Elisha’s direction, a
prophet anointed Jehu, a military leader, to succeed Jehoram as king.
The prophet told him he was being made king to avenge all those killed
by Ahab and Jezebel (2 Kgs. 9:7-10). His fellow soldiers
enthusiastically accepted him as their king. His religious reforms
involved destroying many prophets of Baal at Samaria (2 Kgs. 10:1827).
He was Jehu’s son and reigned in Israel from 814-798 B.C. He led the
Israelite nation back into religious apostasy, so the Lord allowed Aram
to oppress them. After Jehoahaz pleaded with God on behalf of Israel,
God delivered them. Even after God delivered the people they
continued to sin against Him (2 Kgs. 13:1-9).
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Jehoash

Jeroboam II

Zechariah

Shallum

Menahem

Pekahiah

Pekah

Hoshea

He was the son of Jehoahaz, and he waged a successful war against
Judah. Jehoash (Joash) succeeded his father Jehoahaz and was an evil
king. 2 Kings 13:10-13 summarizes his reign; 13:14-14:16 fills in some
of the details. As the prophet Elisha neared death, Jehoash visited him
and expressed sorrow over his ill health. Jehoash’s lament over Elisha
(13:14) echoes Elisha’s own lament over Elijah (2 Kgs. 2:12).
He was Jehoahaz’s son and reigned in Israel for 41 years (793-753
B.C.). He ruled during the time of the prophets, Hosea, Amos and Jonah
(2 Kgs. 14:23-29). During his reign the northern kingdom gained much
territory and experienced economic prosperity. Spiritually, however,
both the king and his land were corrupt. Jonah began his prophetic
ministry during this time. 2 Kings 14:25 shows that Jonah was a real
person and that the book of Jonah is not fiction.
He was Jeroboam’s son and the 15th king of Israel, but the last of Jehu’s
dynasty. He ruled for only six months before he was killed by Shallum
(2 Kgs. 14:29; 15:8-11. Amos 7:9 indicates such violence against the
House of Jeroboam. He was the fourth and final royal descendant of
Jehu to reign, fulfilling precisely the prediction of 10:30. Although both
Zechariah and his father, Jeroboam II, were evil, Zechariah’s sins were
compared not to those of his father but to those of “Jeroboam son of
Nebat.” The sins of this first Jeroboam were still remembered, nearly
200 years after his death (2 Kgs. 21-23).
He was Israel’s 16th king but reigned for only one month. Just as he had
murdered a king to gain the throne, he was killed by Menahem who
ascended to the throne. (2 Kgs. 15:8-14)
Menahem, one of the most brutal kings ruling over the ten tribes.
Menahem reigned 10 years (752-742 B.C.). In order to secure his
throne, he attacked a rebellious city and committed atrocities against its
pregnant women. Menahem paid tribute to King Pul of Assyria, also
known as Tiglath-pileser, making him the first king to interact with this
nation that would soon bring the northern kingdom to an end. (See 2
Kgs. 15:16-22).
Pekahiah, son of Menahem, killed by his army commander, Pekah (2
Kgs. 15:23-26). His record is brief and noted only for God’s assessment
of his person and rule, And he did that which was evil in the sight of the
LORD: he departed not from the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat,
who made Israel to sin. He ruled from 742 to 740 B.C.
He was a military captain of Pekahiah king of Israel. He murdered his
king in order to gain his throne. He thus became the 18th sovereign of
the northern kingdom, 740-732 B.C. He in turn was killed by Hoshea.
During his reign the nation of Israel was entering into an era which
could be termed, “the beginning of the end.” During the 20-year reign
of Pekah, Tiglath-pileser of Assyria captured large amounts of Israel’s
land and took many people captive—despite having been paid off
earlier by King Menahem (15:19-20). More is learned of his reign in
16:5-9.
He was the last king of the Northern Kingdom of Israel and he could be
called “the foolish final ruler” (2 Kgs. 17:1-4). He was dethroned and
imprisoned by the Assyrians for failing to pay tribute. He ruled for nine
years, (732-723 B.C.).
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Judah,
Southern
Kingdom

Rehoboam

Abijam

Asa

He was Solomon’s son by Maacah the daughter of Absalom. He was
known for stupidity and arrogance that sparked the civil war (He ruled
for 17 years, 930-917 B.C.) His reign was on the dark side. While he
worked to fortify his kingdom the things of God suffered from neglect
and worse, from idolatry and debauchery. He turned away from God’s
word, raised up high places for the worship of foreign gods and the
people of Judah followed after his forsaking of God and His ways. He
was quite the family man with 14 wives and 22 sons and 16 daughters.
(See the record for Rehoboam at (1 Kgs. 14:21-31).
He was Rehoboam’s son and successor in Judah. He was helped by God
to defeat Jeroboam, the Israelite king in battle. He ruled 913-910 B.C.
His reign was evil like that of his father’s but God allowed him to reign
and allowed his son to succeed him, “for David’s sake” (1 Kgs. 15:4).
His reign also saw continual warfare with Judah (1 Kgs. 14:30; 15:6-7).
He was Abijam’s son and Judah’s third king. He was also the first godly
king in the nation of Judah who early in his reign trusted God to protect
the nation from foreign invaders (2 Chron. 14:1-8). Later though, he
abandoned God and paid a huge tribute to Syrian king Beh-hadad,
raiding the Temple treasury to make tribute payments (2 Chron. 16:1-9).
He ruled for some 41 years and was quite ill at the end (2 Chron.
16:12).

Jehoshaphat

Contrary to the northern kingdom of Israel, the southern kingdom of
Judah had a few godly kings, one of which was Jehoshaphat (2 Chron.
17:16). He was Asa’s son and a godly king who built a merchant fleet
and made an unfortunate alliance with king Ahab of Israel.

Jehoram

He was the son of Jehoshaphat and was married to Athaliah, the wicked
daughter of Ahab and Jezebel. This marriage was part of the unfortunate
alliance made with Ahab by Jehoshaphat. He was 32 years old when he
came to the throne and ruled eight years (2 Kgs. 8:17). His marriage to
Ahab’s daughter, Athaliah brought her evil influence to Judah. Her
mother, Jezebel brought pagan idolatry in the form of Baalism to the
northern kingdom of Israel. Athaliah imported Baalism to the southern
kingdom of Judah (2 Kgs. 8).

Ahaziah (1)

He was the son of Ahab and Jezebel, and the ninth king of Israel (953952 B.C.). Ahaziah sustained a terrible wound in a fall and tried to
arrest the prophet Elijah who prophesied that he would die which
occurred shortly thereafter (2 Kgs. 1:17). God judged him because he
sought help from the false god of his mother, Baal rather than the true
and living God.
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Ahaziah (2)

Athaliah

Joash

Amaziah

Uzziah

Jotham

Ahaz

He was the son of Jehoram of Judah, grandson of Jehoshaphat and
nephew of Ahaziah (1). He is also known as Jehoahaz. He had a brief
reign over Judah of one year (841 B.C.) as Judah’s sixth king. He
walked in the way of the house of Ahab (2 Kgs. 8:27).
She was the daughter of Ahab and Jezebel of Israel. She married
Jehoram, son of Jehoshaphat, king of Judah. When Jehoram died, his
son Ahaziah (2) ascended the throne and also did that which was evil in
the sight of the LORD (2 Kgs. 8:25-27). God called upon Jehu to be the
true king over Israel (2 Kgs. 9:2-3) and he killed both king Joram of
Israel and Ahaziah of Judah (2 Kgs. 9:24, 27). That enabled Athaliah to
seize the throne of her husband. To keep the throne she ordered the
slaughter of all royal seed. But one heir survived, Joash who was hidden
away for some six years (2 Kgs. 11:2-3). Athaliah was executed by
guards per 2 Kgs. 11:16 away from the holy temple.
Joash was the son of Ahaziah and served as the eighth king of Judah.
He survived Athaliah’s purge of the royal family when his aunt
Jehosheba hid him for some six years in the temple. He ruled from 835796 B.C. (2 Kgs. 11:4-16). He started out well by removing the
influences of Baalism but finished poorly in a back sliding state. 2
Chron. 24:23-24 reports his demise.
He was the son of Joash and served as Judah’s ninth king. He led a
significant victory over the Edomites but then strangely, embraced their
pagan gods. The northern kingdom’s king Jehoash (or, Joash), came
against Jerusalem and destroyed a portion of its wall in the process of
ransacking some of the treasures in the Temple. He eventually died at
the hands of some conspirators at Lachish (2 Chron. 25:25-28).
He was also known as Azariah in the book of Kings but Uzziah in the
books of Chronicles. He was the son of Amaziah and served as Judah’s
tenth king. He was at first a positive force for the nation (2 Kgs. 15:3; 2
Chron. 26:4) but the sin of pride brought God’s judgment in the form of
leprosy. Uzziah sinned greatly by entering the holy place and offering
incense. (See 2 Chron. 26:21-23). Three godly prophets served God
during his 52-year reign: Isaiah, Hosea, and Amos.
He was the son of Uzziah and ruled in his place during Uzziah’s illness.
He built the temple’s upper gate and fortified Jerusalem. He ruled as the
eleventh king of Judah from 750-735 B.C. While the overall legacy of
Jotham was that he pleased God, the people persisted in their idolatry (2
Chron. 27:2-6). A further aspect of his legacy is found in the
genealogical report of Matthew 1:9 where he is listed as an ancestor of
Jesus.
He was the son of Jotham and Judah’s twelfth king. He is known for his
blatant apostasy. For instance, he promoted the worship of Molech
which included sacrifice of humans (2 Kgs. 15:38; 16:1-20). He totally
ignored God by seeking help from Assyrian king Tiglath-pileser III who
was invading the region. The prophet Isaiah confronted Ahaz for this
act of faithlessness. What came forth was the famous prediction of
Isaiah 7:10-17 regarding Immanuel. This godless king sacrificed his
sons to a pagan god (2 Chron. 28:5). He ruled from 735-715 B.C.
14

Hezekiah

Manasseh

Amon

Josiah

Jehoahaz

Jehoiakim

He was the son of Ahaz and Judah’s thirteenth king (See 2 Kgs. 18:120:21; 2 Chron. 29:1-32:33; Isaiah 36:1-39:8). He was a reformer,
friend of Isaiah, and king when Jerusalem was saved by the death angel.
He was perhaps the greatest king-reformer of God’s leaders regarding
cleansing the land of paganism. He even sought to bring together the
two separated nations. He became gravely ill and Isaiah prophesied of
his death but he sought the LORD who granted him health and an
additional 15 years of life. As a sign that God would honor his word the
incident known as Ahaz’s sun dial occurred (Isa. 38:8). He ruled from
715-686 B.C.
He was the son of Hezekiah and Judah’s fourteenth king and also its
worst king. He reigned some 55 years (697-642 B.C.). Somehow, the
godly influences of his Father, Hezekiah did not impact him. He was
more like his atrocious grandfather, Ahaz. (See his story recorded in 2
Kgs. 21:1-26; 2 Chron. 33:1-20). Some of his heinous religious acts
were: he reversed all the reforms of his father Hezekiah by building
altars to Baal, raising up an Asherah pole in the Temple, worshipping
the heavenly bodies, sacrificing his son to Molech, god of the enemy
Ammonites and he may have killed Isaiah the prophet according to
Talmudic records. While a prisoner of war in Babylon he repented of
his sins and when restored to his throne by God, he sought to undo his
evils. Unfortunately, his successor-son, Amnon put an end to those
efforts (2 Chron. 33:11-15).
He was the son of Manasseh and served two years as Judah’s king (642640 B.C.). He was unfaithful to God and was executed by his own
household servants (2 Kgs. 21:19-26; 2 Chron. 33:20-25).
He was the son of Amon, and he ruled as Judah’s sixteenth king. He
ascended the throne at eight years of age. God saw to it that he was
protected and guided by godly advisors until the age of 16 when he took
control for himself (2 Chron. 34:3). From his days on the throne as a
young man, Josiah sought to make significant religious reforms in
Judah. When Josiah initiated a project to repair the Temple the priest
Hilkiah found the book of the Law in the temple (2 Chron. 34:14-15).
This was during the eighteenth year of his reign. Josiah worked even
harder to cleanse the land and people of idolatry. He was a leader of a
national reform greater than that of Hezekiah. In 609 B.C. he was slain
in battle against the Egyptian king Necco who was traveling across
Judah’s territory to help the Assyrians fight the Babylonians (2 Kgs.
23:29-30; 2 Chron. 35:20-25). He ruled from 640-609 B.C.
He succeeded his father Josiah who was killed in the Battle of Megiddo
against the Egyptians (609 B.C.). He ruled for only three months.
Pharaoh Necco II brought him captive to Egypt. Jeremiah the prophet
prophesied that Jehoahaz would never return to Judah from his
imprisonment in Egypt. He did not, dying in the land of Egypt (2 Kgs.
23:30-34).
He was Josiah’s son and replaced his brother Jehoahaz as king of Judah.
He was an evil king and was nefarious in his persecution of Jeremiah, at
one point he burned the prophet’s scroll (Jer. 1:3; 24:11, 20; 37:1; 52:2).
He did evil in the sight of the LORD (2 Kgs. 23:37) and was carried to
Babylon by Nebuchadnezzar. He ruled for eleven years (609-598 B.C.).
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Jehoiachin

Zedekiah

He was the son of Jehoiakim (2 Chron. 36:8-9; Ezek. 1:2). His reign
was very brief and the Bible assesses it in these words [Jehoiachin] did
that which was evil in the sight of the LORD. He incurred a special
judgment from God and was carried away to Babylon with
Nebuchadnezzar. He ruled only three months from 598-597 B.C. He
was imprisoned in Babylon for 36 years until the death of
Nebuchadnezzar. His successor, Evil-merodach released him and placed
him at his own table.
Zedekiah was the last king of Judah. He was the uncle of Jehoiachin.
When Jehoiachin was carried off to Babylon, Nebuchadnezzar installed
Zedekiah as king in Jerusalem (2 Kgs. 24:17-18; 2 Chron. 36:11). He
violated his alliance with Nebuchadnezzar and was captured at the fall
of Jerusalem. His sons were executed before him and he was then
blinded. He was put in chains and taken into exile to Babylon while
Jerusalem and the temple were destroyed. . He died in captivity (2 Kgs.
25:5-7; Jer. 39:7,; 52:8-11; cf. Ezek. 12:13).
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